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REPORT ON THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 

GHANA (PCG) AND THE PROTESTANT (LUTHERAN) CHURCH IN AUSTRIA 

(EKIÖ) 2011 

 

Introduction 

I am delighted to present this final report which includes activities for 2011 and a few 

comments about our work for the past five years when I assumed duty as the Presbyterian 

Church of Ghana (PCG) Minister; fraternal co-worker in the Protestant Church in Austria 

(EKiÖ) and the resident minister of the Ghanaian Protestant congregation. 

 

I want also to use the occasion to thank the PCG and the EKiÖ (Evangelische Kirche A.u 

H.B) for giving me this great opportunity to serve in this position for the last five years.  I also 

want to put on record the unflinching support I have enjoyed from my wife Comfort, and the 

Children, Obenewaa and Ofosua. 

 

I have enjoyed working with the Presbyterium (session) of the Ghanaian congregation and the 

Glaubenskirche led by. Mag. Sepp Lagger.  I will never forget the contribution of the 

Protestant Association for World Mission (EAWM) and its Board in formulation and 

execution of the partnership with the PCG. 

 

I’ m also grateful to Vienna Dioceses of the church, and members of the Protestant Pastors 

Association for good working relationship. Permit me not to be personal but I want to 

acknowledge all the individuals whose assistance made our stewardship in Austria a success. 

 

I therefore invite all who supported me, wherever they may be, to join me to say “Ebenezer! - 

thus far the Lord has helped us.” (1 Samuel 7:12) 

 

NATURE AND SCOPE OF DUTY 

The appointment letter issued to me during my induction stated that my duties were in two 

parts. Fifty percent was to be performed in the Ghanaian Protestant Congregation and the 

other fifty percent in the Protestant Church in Austria under the direction and co-ordination of 

the Protestant Association for World Mission (EAWM). 

 

The co-ordination of the partnership work was from January 2011, moved from the office of 

EAWM to the Head office of the Protestant Church in Austria, and under the co-ordination of 

Ms. Elisabeth Pausz. By God’s grace and with her support we worked to the best of our 

ability to reach our target. 

 

The activities of 2011 began when a meeting was held on January 14, 2011 with Ms. 

Elisabeth Pausz to plan our work and decide on how to create a website for the partnership 

and also planned how we could advertise the partnership in the various congregations.  

Subsequent to that a website www.evang.at/ghana  was created in the domain of the EKiÖ. 

Also a brochure to inform the public about the partnership has now been written. 

 

Before this meeting the session of the Ghanaian Congregation had already planned for the 

Congregation’s activities of 2011. 

 

http://www.evang.at/ghana
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Ghanaian Protestant Congregation 

The normal activities of the Ghanaian Protestant Congregation went as scheduled; Church 

services, Prayer meetings, Revivals, (one in April, one in November),Bible Studies and 

ecumenical services (Pentecost Service which was jointly organized by the Ghanaian 

Congregation, Faith Congregation and the Ghana Minstrel Choir) went on with full 

participation of members. 

 

Election 

A new leadership of the congregation were elected and installed into office, on Sunday 

November 6, 2011.  The year was peaceful and we all worked together for the progress of the 

Congregation. 

 

1. Agnes Aziahomey – Senior Presbyter 

2. Stephen Opoku Takyi – Asst. Senior Presbyter 

3. Seth Koranteng – Secretary 

4. Nana Apraku Oppong – Asst. Secretary 

5. Docia Omodia – Treasurer 

6. James Cobbina – Asst. Treasurer 

 

Confirmation 

Two young persons from the Ghanaian congregation joined their counterparts in the 

Glaubenskirche for confirmation on Sunday May 15, 2011. The celebrant was Pfr. Mag. Sepp 

Lagger. The chapel was full to capacity with parents and well-wishers of confirmers. It was a 

memorable occasion. We thank God for sealing the adoption of these youth with his Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Meetings 

Interreligious dialogue at the Bezirksamt Simmering. The eleventh district is trying all 

religious bodies and groups in the district together and during the year under review a series 

of meetings were organized to dialogue on areas of concern. Various activities of 

congregations were announced. 

 

Visit to Other Protestant Congregations 

The under listed are the dates and the congregations visited in 2011. 

March 25 – In the Glaubenskirche in Simmering, Braunhubergasse 20, a Musical concert was 

organized by the leadership, to raise funds for the disaster in Japan. An amount of 725 Euros 

was realized. 

 

March 26 – In Tamsweg an afternoon full of workshops themed “Enchanting Faith” 

(“Zauberhaftes über den Glauben”) was held. The meeting was used to launch start of a home 

prayer group in the city since there was no Evangelische Kirche in the town. 

 

March 27 – Church service was organized in Murau to celebrate the Lord’s Day. Pfr. Prokop 

led the liturgy and I preached the sermon from John 16:5-11. Coffee and Lunch was served 

after church where information about Ghana and the partnership was shared. 

 

April 10 – Ghana day was celebrated in the Evangelische Pfarrgemeinde in Hallein. This was 

the second visit of family Annoh to this congregation. This time we were accompanied by Ms. 

Elisabeth Pausz. We are grateful to the Minster in charge Dr. Peter Gabriel and Ms. Karin 

Jungreithmayer for the way activities were organized. 
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May 8 – I had a visit with Pfr. Mag. Karl Schiefermaier to Evangelische Gemeinde Mittebach 

there was a church service which 50 people were in attendance. The service was very soul 

reviving. The sermon was preached by Pfr. Mag. Karl Schiefermaier. 

 

May 19 – This was an afternoon programme in the Evangelische Pfarrgemeinde A.B. Wien 

Hütteldorf.: In attendance were 40 members of the congregation, including a 95 year old lady 

who walked for about two kilometres to church to listing to information about Ghana and the 

Partnership with the PCG. 

 

May 21 – This was a youth programme where the family organized cook course in Ghanaian 

dishes for participants.  Lunch was served with music from Ghana; the group listened to 

information on social and religious life in Ghana.  The programme was held at Evangelische 

Pfarrgemeinde A.B. Dorotheergasse – A youth in attendance were 15 young people. 

 

June 10 – Evangelische Pfarrgemeinde A.B Hetzendorf – This was part of programme to 

celebrate the long night. The theme for the programme was „Fremd - und doch zu Hause” 

(“Foreign but feels like home”). In attendance were groups from Brazil, Indonesia and Ghana. 

It was a time of worship and sharing experiences as foreigners in Vienna.  It was a very good 

learning experience. The programme is organized by this congregation every year. 

 

June 12 – Evanglische Pfarrgemeinde A.B. Simmering – The annual Pentecost service with 

the Glaubenskirche, Ghanaian Congregation and Ghana Minstrel Choir took place in this 

congregation.  It was well attended by representatives of the police, Leadership of the 

eleventh district and members of the general public. The service was marked with music, 

preaching, prayer and cultural exchange. This years’ service was well planned and attended. 

  

June 18 -19 – (Ghana tag) The first Ghana Day celebration  was held in the 

Auferstehungskirche Neubau, (Church of Resurrection) to showcase Ghana, PCG and the 

Partnership to the people of Vienna. The programme coincided with the Protestant Church of 

Austria’s Programme “Du bist Mehr”.  We therefore adopted the theme “Gemeinsam Sind wir 

mehr” (“Together we are more”) 

 

The programme highlights were: 

Symposium  

Waste dumping in Ghana 

Children and youth programme 

Drumming course 

Cook course 

Exhibition of Ghanaian artifacts  

Thanksgiving service 

 

In attendance were the Ghana Minstrel Choir and the Ghanaian Protestant Congregation.  The 

programme was a blessing to all participants. An amount of 500 Euros was raised towards 

Trinity Sunday collection. 
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June 26 – There was invitation from Pfr. Norman Tendis of Evangelische Pfarrgemeinde St. 

Ruprecht.  There was ecumenical church service which was organized once each year in the 

afternoon instead of the normal morning worship. People in the community were invited to 

the service. The programme normally focuses on interaction with foreigners, and Ghana was 

the topic for the year 2011.  The social, cultural and religious life of Ghana was discussed and 

participants learned about beautiful country which is in the centre of the world; Ghana. 

 

September 23 – There was a farewell service for two young volunteers, who were leaving for 

a six-month voluntary work in Ghana at the Evangelische Pfarrgemeinde Windischgarsten. In 

attendance were family members of Sandro and Sarah who came to support them to seek the 

face of God in their bid to serve in a foreign land. These young persons were to work in 

schools at Adumasa near Kumasi in Ghana. 

 

Visit to Schools 

During the year under review we had the chance to visit twelve schools in Vienna and other 

parts of the countries. The under-listed are the schools and dates the visit were made. 

In these schools, the practice of Christianity in Ghanaian cultural milieu as well as the role of 

the youth in the Ghanaian Church was discussed. 

 

18:01:2011 – Visit to HTL Camillo Sitte Leberstrasse 4C, 1030 Wien 

15:02:2011 – Visit to Rudolf- Steiner-Schule, Wien Mauer 1230 Wien – Students 20 

  DVD shown and the children expressed their impression. 

 01:03:2011 – Visit to Contiweg, Wien Mittel Schule A-1220 Wien. Students Catholics and  

Protestant total 90 for 2 hours Story about social and religious life of Ghana First lesson – 50, 

Second lesson 40 

28:04:2011 – Visit to St. Aegyd a.N.-Traisen, to “Students’ Day” 

12:05:2011 – School visit Anton-Böck-Gasse 37 – An invitation from Pfr. Mag. Andras Veto 

to the Gymnasum der Schulbrüder Anton-Böck-Gasse 37. There was two lessons of 45 

minutes each with a total of 15 students. 

20:05: 2011 – Gymnasium BAKIP Liezen - There was open day celebration where an amount 

of 900 Euros was raised in support of Kindergarten in Asakrka, Ghana. 

24:05:2011 – Boerhaavegasse Bundesgymnasium six hours’ religious education lessons for 

pupils between ten and 15 years 

13:10:2011 – HTL Camillo Sitte Leberstrasse 4C, 1030 Wien 3 hours 

19:10:2011 – Volksschule Prießnitzasse 1, I- II 1210 Wien 7 hours 

25:10:2011 – Volksschule Meißnergasse 1 1220 Wien 300 students .8 hours (Ecumenical – 

Catholic and Protestant children came together for school worship after which Protestant 

pupils had religious education separately) 

22:11:2011 – BRG Vöcklabruck, Schloßstraße 31A – 5 hours 

25:11:2011 – GRG 13, Wenzg. 7, 1130 Wien – 2 hours 

 

 

EAWM (Protestant Association for World Mission) 

From the beginning of the year the co-ordination of the partnership was moved from the 

offices of the EAWM to the Headquarters of the Protestant Church in Austria. However, all 

projects in relation with the partnership were left in the hands of EAWM. Ms. Elisabeth Pausz 

was appointed as the coordinator. On assumption of office she brought new dynamism to 

strengthen the partnership with the PCG.  She has so far enjoyed good working relationship 

with the EAWM, The Ghanaian Protestant Congregation and all stakeholders.  We hope this 

healthy relationship continues in that spirit. 
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Money raised in the Protestant church on Trinity Sunday was given to EAWM to support 

projects in Ghana. I suggest that education on the partnership is intensified in congregations 

on Trinity Sunday to create awareness among members of the Church. When possible there 

should be a joint celebration with the PCG on this day with exchange of programmes and 

prayer topics for world mission. 

 

End of Contract 

I am happy to announce that my duty tour as the Ecumenical co-worker comes to an end in 

August, 2012. So far I have enjoyed good working relationship with all people around.  

I request that this same cooperation is extended to my successor for greater achievement. 

Even though we are leaving, the impression we have made would never leave the people we 

have worked with. We pray the partnership and the Ghanaian Protestant Congregation grow 

from strength to strength to reach the purpose for which they were formed. 

 

 

Some achievements 

During the period of my stewardship there has been the following modest achievement. 

 The Presbyterium (session) of the Ghanaian Protestant congregation successfully 

ended its term and a new one has been inducted into office. 

 

 Guidelines to order the affairs of the Congregation have been put in place. 

 

 The congregation has regular times of meetings and we look forward for meeting 

every Sunday.   

 

 A member of the Congregation Mr. Kojo Taylor, has been trained as a Lector, and 

elected to the Presbyterium (session) of Glaubenskirche. 

 

 The partnership agreement between the Presbyterian church of Ghana and the 

Protestant Church in Austria has been re-written to strengthen the relationship. The 

new agreement was signed by representatives of both churches at the offices of the 

Protestant Church in Austria in 2010. 

 

 Through the partnership a Kindergarten has been built in Asakraka in Ghana for one 

hundred and fifty (150) children. 

 

 The support for the children of Dormaa Ahenkro Vocational institute who were 

transferred to Duayaw Nkwanta Vocational School is still ongoing. 

 

 Interest in the Partnership with the PCG has been generated in the congregations and 

schools visited. 
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Recommendations 

1. I strongly recommend that the Ghanaian Protestant Congregation consider meeting 

every Sunday because all signs point to the fact that this is necessary for growth of the 

congregation. 

 

2. That Trinity Sunday be used to promote partnership activities both in Ghana and 

Austria; and exchange of prayer topics and programmes be encouraged. 

 

3. Ghana Day celebration be made a yearly activity and possibly rotate among Protestant 

congregations in Vienna. This could be a vehicle to promote the partnership. 

 

Acknowledgement & Conclusion 

I have tried not to be personal in this report but let me acknowledge the support I have 

received from the following individuals. I’m doing this mindful of the fact that there were 

numerous people who worked behind the scenes for the success of my work but for want of 

space. 

 

a. Bishop Dr. Michael Bünker was very instrumental during our preparation to come 

to Austria. 

b. Mag. Gottfried Mernyi – gave us our first impression of Austrian hospitality 

c. Mag. Manfred Golda - has been my pastor in Austria. 

d. Mag. Agnes Aziahomey – she has always challenged me to speak German. 

e. Mag. Sepp Lagger - has taught me great lessons in patience. 

f. Mag. Elisabeth Pausz – challenged me with her tact and hard work. 

 

It is my prayer and hope that what God through the Church is doing among people in our 

world will continue to produce the needed fruits. Even thought the work we came to do is 

coming to an end the love we have for you in our hearts would never end. 

 

 

Submitted by Rev. Timothy E. Annoh 

29/02/2012 

 

 

 

Distribution 

1. The Director Ecumenical and Social Relations PCG, Accra 

2. The Clerk of General Assembly, PCG- Accra 

3. The Moderator of General Assembly, PCG- Accra 

4. The Bishop, Protestant Church in Austria 

5. The Oberkirchenrat AB, Protestant Church in Austria 

6. The Oberkirchenrat HB, Protestant Church in Austria 

7. The Superintendent, United Methodist Church 

8. The President of Synod, Protestant Church in Austria 

9. The Superintendent, Diocese of Vienna 

10. Members of the EAWM-Executive Board 

11. The Minister-in Charge Protestant Church, Braunhubergasse 20, A-1110 Wien 

12. The Senior Presbyter Ghanaian Congregation Braunhubergasse 20, A-1110 Wien 

 


